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and worked in the ever-changing landscape
of education for more than 25 years, includ-
ing six and a half years at Mesa Community
College.

Why | chose to work for this school:
After working for a number of colleges and
universities, | realized a community col-
lege is where | belong. | am constantly
touched and inspired by students who per-
severe against untold life challenges. MCC
is a large, comprehensive community with a
strong national reputation.

What | like most about what | do: |
strive to not just serve the office for which
I've been entrusted the responsibility, but
also to serve a greater purpose — to make
a meaningful difference. My own journey
would not have become a reality without the
love, support and nurturing from my par-
ents, teachers and countless mentors. My
passion is about helping increase the effec-
tiveness and capacity of an educational in-
stitution so that as many people as possible
can realize their dreams through education
and personal development.

Where | came from: | was born in a
county of Anhui Province of China, a com-
paratively poor, mostly agricultural area
in China’s eastern region. My father being
classified as an anti-communist during the
Cultural Revolution meant | was on the re-
ceiving end of suppression, distain and hu-
miliation. It was in the late ‘80s, during a
year-long educational exchange program at
the University of Pittsburgh when my life and
career aspirations dramatically changed.

What degree(s) | hold and from what
institution: I've studied in lowa, Colorado
and China. | earned a bachelor’s degree in
English from Hefei Polytechnic University
in China where | remained to teach as the
assistant professor/assistant director of in-
ternational education; a master’s degree
in Student Personnel Administration from
Colorado State University; and a doctor-
ate in Higher Education Administration from
lowa State University.

What I’'m looking forward to the most
this school year: This year I'm looking for-
ward to commemorating MCC’s 50th an-
niversary, participating in the events, ap-
plauding student successes, honoring the
innovations and dedication of faculty and
staff, and most of all, helping to set the
stage for the next half century of community
responsiveness.

My vision for the school: MCC is an ex-
ceptional community college with national
standing, measured by student outcomes
and community impact. This past year we
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than ever before in the college’s history.
However, there is still a growing demand for
educated workers in specialized fields in our
community. | would like to see everyone in
our community have the opportunity to re-
ceive a world-class education and open the
doors for their dreams to become realities. |
envision that MCC become an Exceptional
College, measured by student outcomes
and our impact to the community.

My top priority for the school this up-
coming year: We are realigning our insti-
tutional energy, resources, and programs,
across all MCC locations, in light of new
norms and changing realities to be agile,
responsive, and flexible. Our top priority for
MCC this upcoming year will include ob-
taining the next 10-year accreditation by the
Higher Learning Commission and preparing
the institution for long-term viability and dis-
tinction.

Favorite community cause & why: This
is a hard one. There are so many worthy
community causes and organizations meet-
ing needs and providing opportunities to
meet individual needs. If | have to choose
one | would have to say Mesa United Way
because of its far-reaching benefits to our
community. Beyond that, the important ser-
vices by A New Leaf with which MCC has
partnered for so many years inspire me as
well.

One thing | want students to know
about me: | have overcome obstacles to
achieve my education and career goals;
| know the struggles and | empathize with
the challenges. It is my hope that those who
choose to attend MCC will leave its doors
well versed in four core areas: critical think-
ing, communication, cultural and global pro-
ficiency, and civic engagement, all of which
are folded into academic courses of study
at MCC.

One thing | want parents to know
about me: | too am a parent and | know the
importance of nurturing the hopes and aspi-
rations of family and the challenges that go
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CLUES DOWN
. Brandy region of France

Equally
Spittles

18

Very small
Ethiopia
Filled with sediment

23

An antiviral AIDS drug
. Saudi king to 2005
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. Early word forms
. Yes in Spanish
. Ketchup veggies

. Used to have (Scottish)
. Old Greek storyteller

. Den
. Stockings
. Scottish road surface

. Diego, Francisco, Anselmo
. Bodily cavity

. Durations

. About gene

. “Footloose” actor Kevin

. Supply weaponry

. Neither

. Capital of Syria

. Shortcut

. Feline
. Have already done

. Rifle barrel cleaning tool
. High IQ group
. Libra constellation
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. Perch genus
. Summer precipitation

. Ancient Roman boxing
gloves
. Silver Skates’ Brinker

CLUES ACROSS 35. Wm. the Conqueror grave  61. Booze support group 58. Cobblestone

1. Hindu stratification 37. Hosts film festival 62. Footcandle 60. Policeman (French)

6. Least harm 39. Mend 63. Retaliations 64. Plgza, 'appls or chiffon
12. Medical confinement ~ 40. Gear teeth 66. Natural logarithm 65. Winglike structure

16. Silver 41. Of cadmium 67. Quality of usefulness 68. 37th state

17. In a sick state 43. 1618 Reformed synod 70. Sitting position 69. Potato state

18. Belonging to me 44. Fringe-toed lizard 71. They turn litmus paper red

19.1/2 an em 45. Where passengers ride

20. “Makeover’s” Pennington 47. 1/60 hour (abbr.)

21. Take a seat 48. Initials of TV cartoon
22. 1/10 meter (abbr.) father

23. Atomic # 13 50. Pack down

24. Fallow deer genus 52.__ and feathered

26. Skin lesions 54. Hyperbolic cosecant

28. Charlie Parker’s sax 56. Operating system (abbr.)
30. 31st state 57. Atomic #99

31. Disparity 59. Crown owned Isle

32. Poking stroke 60. Santa __ trail

34. Long time
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